
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Timeframes for Proposals to Reclassify 

and Delist the Gray Wolf
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has proposed to reclassify the gray wolf from endangered to threatened in
some parts of the country and to delist it in other parts of the country.  In the future we expect to delist the
gray wolf in the western Great Lakes states and the northern Rocky mountain states after recovery goals
have been met.  These proposed delistings will be separate proposals from the current proposal, but will
follow the same process and may overlap the current proposal in time. 

          I-----------------------------------12-Month Period-------------------------------------I

Proposal Published in Federal Register                                                                                                               Final Decision
I------------4 month public-------------I-------------------8 months for Service to review comments---------------------I
                  comment period                                                         and prepare final rule

Current Reclassification/Delisting Proposal
(2000-2001 - 48 States Affected)

Future Proposals to Delist Gray Wolf in 
Distinct Population Segments

          I-----------------------------------12-Month Period-------------------------------------I

Proposal Published in Federal Register                                                                                                               Final Decision
I------------4 month public-------------I-------------------8 months for Service to review comments---------------------I
                  comment period                                                         and prepare final rule

Prior to proposed delisting...
•Recovery goals for population met
•Review State/Tribal managment plans
•Future viability assured

Future proposals will 
follow the same process
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